Introduction

MORE than half the essays in this collection have never
appeared in any volume before, and represent what
seems to me the pick of my more recent contributions
to the Saturday Review and the Week-End Review.
The other essays have been chosen by me from four
volumes, Papers from Lilliput, I For Qne3 Open
House, and Apes "and Angels, and appear here by the
courtesy of their respective publishers. There are about
eleven years between the earliest of the essays pub-
lished here and the latest. That is not long, but it is
a year or two longer than my life as a professional
writer. During most of this time, the short essay was
rny favourite literary form. It is not my favourite
form any longer, though I can well believe that some
day 1 shall return to it, with renewed interest and
hope,

J, B. PRIESTLEY.